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apA large quantity of interesting gleanings from 
foreign papers, together with a great body of home 
articles, for the Chronicle department, are post- 
poned—with enough of other things to make seve- 
ral numbers. At this season of the year we must 
do as it is said they “do in HoMand”’—«as well as 
we can.” 


— 


————— et 





Erratum. We notice an ugly error in the letter 
of the secretary of the treasurer of the 9th of Dec, 
last, respecting weighing, marking, gauging, &c. 
wherein he is made to say, if the fees for such ser- 
vices were abolished, it would reduce the expenses 
of collection “at least 1,000,000 dollars.” It should 
have been 100,000. Those who file the Reeisrea 
will please to correct this with a pen, in page 276, 
present volume. 





rorriew NFWs. We have London dates of the 
29th November. At atime when so many import- 
ant things about our own affairs are lytng over, we 
cannot go into details. It will be seen, however, 
by a reference to page 380, that the British parlia- 
ment was tt, ned into a mob, and proregued just as 
meeting's of half starved weavers, &c. are dissolved 
by reading the riot act--that a new ministry is on 
foot, with much dotheration—that the movements of 
ihe queen aré regarded with the greatest anxiety 
and dread; that Austria, as one of the “Holy Alli- 
ance,” is to invade Naples, from which, we trust, 
she will be beaten; that there are disquiets in Rus- 
sia; that there Was great uneasiness in Spain; that 
a revolution was contemplated in Denmark, and so 
forth and so forth the tout ensemble giving us 
some reason to hope, that a commotion in Europe 
may relieve our statesmen of the disagreeable ne- 
cessity of looking at home for the means of private 
comfort and public resource!!! But, perhaps, ali 
these appearances of havoc and confusion, may 
umount to nothing—and what then? 


“THE REAL STATE OF THE TREASURY.” As, after 
having spent considerable time on the subject to 
comprehend the condition of the finances of the 
United States, as set forth in the annual report of 
the secretary of the treasury, with its supplement 
and explanatory statement, [see pages 228, 299 and 
364], we confess that we could not understand it— 
and knowing also, that several of our friends most 
acute in figures were in the same predicament—— 
it was with much satisfaction that we. saw a cem- 
munication in the “National Intelligencer,” signed 
Statisticus, captioned as above, and affecting to ex- 
plain the whole business. After many calculations 
to shew the ways and means of the United States 
for the year 1821, the writer concludes with these 
words—-“Jt therefore follows, from the foregoing 
statement, that a loan of three milions will give the 
treasury one million surplus, for extraordinary or 
unexpected demands.” This is truly good news— 
if true. 

But, the anonymous writer assumes for himselfa 
much better knowledge of the condition of the 
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treasury than even Mr. Crawford pretends to.|¢ 


in his annual report, the secretary estimates the 
deficiency for the year 1821, at $7,451,586 77; in 
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minus in the sum of $4,658,483 03; yet he requires 

that the sum of seven millions of dollars should be 

borrowed “in aid of the funds, which it is estimat- 

ed will be received into the treasury during the 

year”’—being five millions more than “Statisticus” 

supposes will meet all the demands. As before 

‘observed, we do not yet understand these things— 

but it seems not a little extraordinary that such 

varieties of opinion should exist as to a matter 

which, we think, ought tobe made comprehensible 
to the mind of every enquirer who has “‘cyphered 

through the rule of three.” We are sure that there 
must exist some latent difficulties in the way of 
a correct estimate, in some of the accounting offi- 
ces, else it would seem to us impossible that such 

things should be. In truth, the secretary does not 

appear to rely on his supplementary estimate; if he 

did, he would hardly recommend a provision to bor- 

row seven millions when less than five might do, 

Since the preeeding was written, indeed since 
it was in type, we have seen another long article 
in the “National Intelligencer,” the object of whica 
is to correct the statement made by “Statisticus.’’ 
The latter writer appears to have labored much to 
understand the subject, and it may be that he does. 
He makes it out that the balance against the treasury, 
on the Ast day of Jan. 1822, will be $5,082,987 04; 
but from this he deducts the full amount of all the 
retrenchments “required by the most thorough- 
going radicals,”’* having liberally thrown into the 
treasury every thing that he could, and leaves a ba- 
lance against it of three millions—so that, to meet 
extraordinaries, &c. we must borrow four. But he 
doubts whether ail the receipts calculated upon 
will be realized, and thinks that all the contemplat- 
ed retrenchments cannot be effected; in both which 
opinions we agree with him. He asks “where is 
this system of borrowing to end?” 

Again—and since the above paragraph was writ- 
ten and put into type, we have another statement of 
the condition of the treasury, exhibited by a writer 
in the **National Intelligencer,” in an article three 
columns inlength! This last writer brings out Ais 
balance against the treasury on the Ist of January, 
1822, at pretty nearly the amount agreed upon for 
it by the secretary, in his supplementary report— 
say $4,585,735 57. But, making an allowance of 
$1,200,000 of ‘special deposite,” and as it is deem- 
ed necessary to have a surplus of 1,000,000 in the 
treasury—“if no change is made in the existing 
establishments, and no resort had to taxation, a 
loan of 7,000,000 will be required.” . 

Resolved, however, to ascertain the facts and_pro. 
babilities which belong to the finances, if we ean, 
that we may explain them to others, we shall say 
nothing more in respect of them just now than to 
express our belief that—unless the rage for re- 
trenchment reduces our useful and necessary in- 
stitutions to inefficiency, or some fortunate accident 
occurs,—the seven millions, as demanded by the 
secretary to aid the expected receipts in satisfying 














the sitpplement, it is suppesed that we shall be enly | 
You, XIX,——25, i 
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*This is a term given to those members of con. 
ress who are favurable to an extensive reduction 
of expenditures, and, we suppose, is used by way 
of reproach; though net by the writer from whom 
we now quote it, 
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the expenditures of the year 1821], will not be more 
than sufficient for the purpose. 

This remark requires a brief explanation. We 
are decidedly friends of economy, and, if it depend- 
ed on us, would never grant a loan, except of a 
temporary nature, with ways and means provided 
for its payment, to meet the current cost of go- 
vernment, after the present year, in a time of peace 
—but the extravagance and waste of life and trea- 
sure which prevailed in the earliest periods of the 
late war, should teach us discretion, and induce us 
to preserve, at a small expense, those establish- 
ments which may hereafter save us thousands of 
lives and millions of dollars. ‘That some of these 
establishments have been kept up at too great a 
cost, and that we have attempted to do too much at 
once, cannot be denied—-every one sees and feels 
it: still, we should not too hastily attempt to reform 

est we destroy. Every part ought to be carefully 
examined, and talent enough should be retained, if 
possible, to serve us again in the time of our need. 
¥t is thought by many—but how far tbe opinion is 
just we do not undertake to say, that what may be 
called the trappings of office, with the delay and 
difficulty of settling accounts, costs us more money 
than we pay for services substantially rendered. 
A rigid enguiry into these things would not do any 
harm. It is evident that the public revenue must 
be increased or the public expenditures dimimish- 
ed—perhaps, it may be necessary to do beth; but 
before we start a general system for either, we 
should carefully feel our way, and endeavor to 
ascertain the bearings of the various parts on whieh 
we are about to act. , 

Spree. It appears by a late statement of the 
banks-in Philade!phia and elsewhere, that specie 
is very abundantin the United States. ‘he New 
York.canal-loan of $400,000, has been taken by the 
banks of Albany at five per cent. interest, with a 
small premium also, on every hundred dollars of 
the stock; other banks offered to take the loan at 
a premium of 8 and 5-8ths per cent. if it should 
bear 6 per cent. interest. These things shew a 
lamentable diminution of business requiring money, 
and are.evidence of a general depression of trade. 
*Vhere is now very little use for money except to 
answer the currcnt purposes of life and pay old 
debts: for either of which it is difficult enough to 
getit, though it isapparently abundant. Butit cir- 
culates slowly, and it is on the circulation of money 
that its plentitulness of scarcity, (asthe termsare,) 
depends. We have reiterated this idea several 
times that every one may appreciate it. If there 
was business for money, we should have money 
enough, without the erection of new banks, or 
ihe issue of baseless representatives of it. 





‘lar Nonvu Wrst. Mr. Schoolcraft, who ac- 
companied gov. Cass last year in his expedition to 
explore the North Western regions of the United 
States, is about to publish, at Albany, a narrative 
of the journey, extending from Detroit through 
the great chain of American lakes to the sources 
of the Mississippi river, in an 8vo. volume of 400 
pages, to be embellished with a map and cight en- 
eraving’s, for $3, in boards. Much interesting in- 


iurmation is expected from this work, 

The rev. Dr. Morse, also, under a commission 
from the president, has travelled S000 miles on the 
northern borders of our country, and is soon ex- 
pected to make areport of his journey: the object 
of which appears mainly to have been to obtain 
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beneficent views of the government in respect to 
the lidians, may be removed. 

‘the well known William Davis Robinson, whose 
memoirs of the Mexican revolution have excited so 
much attention, has addressed a paper to Mr. Ea- 
ton, of the senate, giving some highly interesting 
facts relative to. our territory west of the Rocky 
Mountains, which he obtained when in the interior 
of Mexico—and proposing an accurate“ survey of 
the coast by some of our public vessels, whilst par- 
ties of men were penetrating the interior and reach- 
ing the North Pacific ocean by over-land routes. 
This paper from Mr. Robinson has brought to light 
another which was submitted by com. Porter to the 
president of the United States, in 1816, suggesting 
a Voyage for these purposes, which met with so fa- 
vorable a reception, thattwo public vessels were 
assigned to him to explore the ccast—but for some 
cause not stated, the project was postponed. The 
country west of the mountains is described as very 
luxuriant, abounding with fine streams and sup- 
posed to have many good harbors. While on this 
subject we may notice a bill brought into the house 
of representatives by Mr. Floyd, authorizing and 
requiring the president to occupy a portion of the 
territory of the United States on the waters of the 
Columbia river, providing lands for settlers, after 
the Indian title shill be extinguished, &c. &c. 

_ When less pressed for room than at present, we 
intend to insertall these papers. 





Commonone Perry. A bill forthe felief of the 
family of this late distinguished officer, has passed 
the house of fépresentatives, with a small majority. 
We did not understand that his relatives were 
necessitous, nor have we seen the ground of this 
vote to pensionthem. But we cannot object to it 
on any terms, so grateful are we for the services 
rendered by the illustrious dead, except for the 
sake of the precedent which it furnishes, as wellas 
for the distinction that it makes—as we donot recol- 
lect any similar provision made for the families of 
oilicers of the army. There is danger in separat- 
ing any Class of persons from the common interests 
of the people at large; especially so, if by way of 
pension, except on account of disabilities sustained 
in battle, &c. and the higher the reputation of such 
as are put forward in things of this nature, the 
greater is the injury to be apprehended from them. 
It is impossible that we should fail to respect the 
memory of Peury, victor of Erie—but we love 
principle more. If his family is necessitous, let us 
ask if congress are willing to pension those of all 
others (if so}, whoserved their country as faithfully 
as he did—such as those of Pixs, Covrneton, &c. 
who died on the field? 





Com. Peray anvUarr.jJExtriorr, A pamphlet has 
recently appeared containing letters and other do- 
cuments, exhibiting some severe charges against 
captain Elliott, on account of his conduct in the 
battle on Erie, said to have been left by the late 
com. P. in the charge of the late com. Decatur, as 
a sort of a check upon capt. E. It appears that 2 
very rough correspondence had existed between 
those ofhcers—but, as we cannot see in what man- 
ner the public is to be benefitted by its publication, 
'we most sincerely regret that this pamphlet has ap- 
peared. We shall not have any thing more to do 
with it in the Rearsrer, unless the character of the 
transaction becomes much changed by events. 





A COMPLIMENT FROM GERMANY. A new work, call- 





information by which any of the obstacles to the 








ed the “German Correspondent,” is publishing 1 
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yaonthly numbers, of $2 pages each, at New-York, 
at $3 per annum. Its object is to make us better 
acquainted with the literature and improvements 
of Germany, in return for the liberal attention of 
ihe German journals and other periodical works to 
the concerns of the United States; which appear to 
excite no little interest in that country, the land of 
many of the ancestors of the people in this. 

In the 6th number of this publication there is the 
following notice of the “Reeisren,” several sets of 
which have been sent to Germany: 

“The Weekly Register,” published by Niles, of 
Baltimore, since the year 1812 [1811] already con- 
sists Of 15 octavo volumes, says the Wiemarische 
Zeitung, embracing political, historical, geographi- 
cal, scientific, astronomical and statistical articles, 
as well as notices of the arts and manufactures, and 
is one of the most important journals of North 
America.” 





HALL OF THE HOUSZ QF REPRESENTATIVES. We are 
happy to learn by the report, that there is a proba- 
bility of this hall becoming suited to the purpose 
which it was intended for—of being heardin. See) 
page 374. 





Goy.CiiInton’s MESSAGE, published in the present 
sheet, will be very generally read, on account of 
the nature of its matter. It can hardly be consi- 
dered as complete without the accompanying do- 
cuments; but their length is so great as to forbid 
their insertion in the Recisrea. 





Carr. Dewnes, in the Macedonian frigate, cruis- 
ing in the Pacific ocean, appears to have been very 
successful in protecting our commerce on the coast 
of Peru, Chili, &c. Indeed, there isa spirit to per- 
form and an ability to execute such things in our 
vallant seamen, that we are only surpriséd when the 
omission of an effort to do them is imputed. The 
following correspondence shews capt. Downes in 
another tavorable light, and exhibits his discretion 
im maintaining the honor of his flag,without offence 
to either of the belligerent parties, on whose coasts 
he was stationed: 

United. States’ frigate Macedonian, 
Varpanaiso, Aug, 8, 1820, g 
fo lis excellency the supreme director of Chili: 

In my conversation with your excellency yester- 
day, I mentioned my intention of going to Lima 
tor the purpose of attending to the mercantile in- 
terest of the United States at that place. I howe- 
vcr, stated that I would delay my visit until after 
the arrival of the Chilian expedition on the coast 
of Peru, provided no objection would then be made 
to my entering the port of Callao. Your excellen- 
cy was pleased to say that none would be made. 1 
lave now to request that your excellency will be 
pieased to communicate the same to me by letter. 

j have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
exceliency’s mest obedient servant, 

JOUN DOWNES. 

[lis excellency, the supreme director, being high- 
iy gratified at the deference your honor has mani- 
‘ested for the interest of the republic, in suspend- 
lig the departure of the frigate under your com- 
mand for Lima, witha view of protecting there the 
commerce of the subjects of the United States, 
until the Chilian expedition may have verified its 
arrival on the coast of Peru, orders me to say to 
your honor, as I have the honor now to do, that 
there will then be no difficulty in the Macedonian’s 
effecting her entry into the port of Callao; and 
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tity ? ‘ a . 
inder this security your honor can make vour ul- 


terier disposition with respect to the navigation of 
said vessel. 

God protect your honor many years. Office ma- 
rine, Valparaiso, Aug. 10, 1820. 

_¢ §OSE AGNACIO TUTENO. 
To Captain Downss, ke. 

“BRITISH PoLIcy.” It is mentioned as a want of 
respect to the United States, that the British, who 
give their ministers at Paris, St. Petersburg, Am- 
sterdam and Madrid, 11,000/. sterling per annum, 
only allow to their minister at Washington half that 
sum. Now, we should besincerely glad if a much 
less amount were allowed. The fashion atid folly in- 
troduced by British ministers and their families in 
the United States, have cost the people more ext#a 


money, perhaps, per annum, than the whole of 


our civil list, by causing an mcreased consumption 
of useless foreign gewgaws and goods. We have 
heard it stated, and do not wholly disbelieve the 
fact, that a part of their dusiness was to encourage 
the use of British manufactures, by a profuse exhi- 
bition of novel articles—ad captandum. 

Duvies aND DRAWBACKS. By official documents 
laid before congress, it appears that the amount of 
drawback on merchandize exported during the 
year 1817, 1818, and 1819, compared with the 
amount of duties which accrued thereon respective- 
ly, was as shown in the following abstract: 


Duties aceru- Drawback 

ing. payabie. 
Inthe year 1817 = 22,087,754 5,987,328 
In the year 1$18 25,832,685 3,943,938 
Inthe year *-19 21,820,034 3,301,812 





Patents. We have a list of the patents grant. 
ed inthe year 1820, with the names of the paten- 
tees, &c. Their whole number is about 140--the 
greater part are for improvements. 





B-uTimMore coLnEce. ‘Fhbis institution, under the 
direction of Mr. L. H. Girarpiy, has been re- 
opened for the reception of pupils. From the 
amiable manners and superior acquirements of the 
principal, assisted by a learned and highly respec- 
table board of trustees, there is reason to believe 
that this institution must rapidly flourish. 

Missourr. J'rom the St. Lowis Enguirer. “This 
paper has labored for a long time to awaken the 
people to tie criminal designs of the men who wish 
to expel Missouri fromthe union. This audacious 
undertaking is now verging to a crisis. What shall 
Missouri do, if rejected? Fall back into the terri- 
torial grade? we hope not. Set up for herself 
we hope not. The former would be to suceomb to 
the Catalines of the north; the Jatter would be to 
promote their views. ‘The restrictionists wish to 
dividethe union; and if Missouri would attempt to 
break off, it would be into theirhand; their object 
wouldbe accomplished, and the blame thrown upon 
her. But let Missouri continue her efiorts to enter 
the union, preserve all her relations with the gene- 
ral government as far as her amphibious con Jition 
will permit it to be done; be calm and dignified ip 
asserting her rights, and a reaction may be pros c- 
ed which will prostrate these Hartford convention 
men who now predominate in the north, and give 
the victory to the friends of the union and to the 
republicans of the Jeilersonian school. Eventually, 
Missouri must succeed, and good may grow out of 
evil; the men who have raised this porteatous storm 
may yet perish iv it, ket Missowri preserve al hee 
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friends; do nothing to mortify them, or to please 
her enemies, and the sober reason of the people 
must ultimately resume its empire and consign to 
infamy the men who have sought their own aggran- 
disement upon the ruins of their country.” 

On the 18th Dec. the circuit court for the coun- 
ty of St. Louis, Missouri, commenced its first session. 
The court decided, after the discussion of various 
contested points of law, which grew out of the late 
transaction of the government, that— 

“The state government was not only theoretically 
Sormed, but in full and constitutional operation, as re- 
garded the constitution of the United States and 
that of the state of Missouri.” 
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Mititia in service in the late war. 

“A letter from the secretary of war, transmitting 
a report of the third auditor of the treasury, in re- 
lation to the militia in service during the late war, 
&c, &c.”? in obedience to a resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 15th April, 1820, presents 
us with some curious facts well worthy of record. 


The following is the letter of the 3d auditor, 
dated 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

Third Auditor’s office, Dec..12, 1812, 
Sin—I have the honor to transmit herewith a 
statement of the whole number of militia in service 
during the late war against Great Britain, shewing 
the periods of their service, their pay, and from 
what states and territories drawn; prepared in obe- 
dience to a resolution of the house of representa- 

tives, of the 15th April, 1820. 


eae | 


From the lateness of the period at which this re. 
port is made, it may be proper to present an ex. 
position of the causes of the apparent delay. {m. 
mediately atter the receipt of your letter, commy- 
nicating the resolution of the house of representa. 
tives, acompetent number of clerks was employed 
on the subject. The investigations of these clerks 
extended to all the gtcounts of paymasters, both 
settled and unsettled; which contained payments 
for services during the late war, embracing, not 
only the voluminous accounts of the several states 
which made payments'to militia in their service, but 
to all the accounts of the paymasters of the regu. 
lar army, asthe accountsfor the militia and regular 
service had not been kept distinct. In pursuing 
their examinations through such a multiplicity of 
various and bulky documents, great care and accu- 
racy were requisite in noting down every roll that 
exhibited the services of militia, and ascertaining 
the connection of payments in one account with 
payments for the same tour of duty in other ac. 
counts, so as to meet the terms of the resolution; 
forming, altogether, a considerable mass of tedious 
labor, of which the result is contained in the state. 
ment referred to. 
I am, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 
The hon. J. C. Catuown, secretary of war. : 


{Here follows two ponderous tables, shewing the 
amount of generals, colonels, majors, captains, &c. 
and privates employed, with the years they served 
in, their pay, aml trom what states and territories 
drawn: of all which the subsequent abstract may 
afford every necessary information: 
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YEARS. ) | 
Soiriasiliccsitit Whole | 
States or territories. 1812 1813 1814 1815 | Total. | amount of 

a ay. 

ngs Privates.|Privates.|Privates.| Privates. id 
New Hampshire : : | 184 65} 43981 —— | 4,577] $109,844 02 
Massachusetts : : ; 163; —— yet. . ee 2,349 84,474 93 
Rhode Island — : : ; a SOE ectns 681 22,589 96 
Connecticut ; > } — } 4385} 2978 —_ 7,363} 102,756 07 
Vermont : : ; : 1,906; 1,490 615 A,G11} 120,251 35 
New York 10,907} 11,5471 35.808 305, 58,367) 1,871,188 53 
New Jersey | 638 619 SEE sectatsiion 4,637; 196,029 46 
Pennsylvania r . Ogee eee) © 3SSOTL stn 21,926, 786,439 55 
Delaware — 2,453 a 3,059) 70.913 39 
Maryland 255, 19.360 23230 42,636} 596,343 88 
Dist. of Columbia a 1,724 1,550) << 3,274 48,504 77 
Virginia : { 708} 25,577; 42,395 2,574 71,254! 2,544,697 69 
North Carolina ;: _ 492 4,609 3,377 1,744} 10,222 309,626 61 
South Carolina 865 1,415 5,629 1,269 9.178 398,669 54 
Georgia : 299 3,243 2,336 3,280 9,158; 630,025 40 
Kentucky; : 6,547} 5,632} 1,145 2.657; 15,781] 1,136,485 21 
Tennessee é : 446 6,974, 6,987 7,655| 22,062) 2,045,905 88} 
Ohio ot 7;905, 8,231) 1,876 286 18,298} 730,483 49 
Louisiana 421} — 473) 6,328] 7,222} 330,261 77 
Indiana S90 COR ee 9,592} 82,423 38 
Mississippi 519 399 1,501 1,227 3,646{ 237,645 21 
Llinois $14 704 48 heme 2,001 92,195 08 
Missouri : $2 548 GR an F 15506 57,129 25 
Michigan 44jf —— ek wun 481} 14,082 96 
326,01 1]12,618,967 38 


Vhe’ difference between the comparative proportions of men and 


























sae ; pay, we must presume to aris¢ 
ftom the different peziods of time in which the former were in the service. ] 
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The 3d auditor proceeds im his report thus— 

In addition to the sums exhibitted in the forego- 
ing statement as paid to militia, the following sums 
have been advanced for the payment of the services 
of the militia, from the several states named, and 
the District of Columbia, for which no accounts 
have been rendered, to wit: 





Massachusetts - - . 11,000 00 
New-York . - - 8,720 00 
Pennsylvania - - > 3,554 93 
Maryland - - - 2,012 65 
Virginia ~ - «© -. $8,890° 45 
South Carolina - . 703 34 
Georgia yas - 9,000 00 
Kentucky - . - 20,248 00 
Ohio - - . - 3,860 00 
Tennessee and Mississippi 14,070 00 
District of Columbia - 9,451 19 

Dollars, 121,510 56 


Notes. In preparing this statement from the 
documents in the third auditor’s office, it has been 
adopted as the most accurate course to estimate and 
enter the militia, according to the division, brigade, 
regimental, or company rolls, where the rolls have 
been rendered. Thus, in the sheets from which 
this condensed statement is formed, general offi- 
cers, and commandants of regiments, have been en- 
tered with their staff, and captains with the subal- 
terns and rank and file of their companies. The 
maximum number borne on these rolls have been 
carried into the statement, though that number 
would be diminished by death, or otherwise, in the 
course of the service; and hence the pay, as enter. 
ed for a company or regiment, will not equal the 
estimated amount due, according to its aggregate 
numbers, for the given period 

In many instances the services mentioned in the 
statement to have been rendered in one year, have, 
in part, been rendered in another; as, for example, 
the service of a company may have commenced in 
November, 1813, and terminated in February, 1814; 
in such cases the rule has been to assign the com- 
pany to the year in which the greatest length of 
service has been performed. 


It appears, in many instances, that the same} 


‘troops, with slight variation of organization or of- 
ficers, have performed several tours of duty in the 
same year. Such cases have most frequently occur- 
red in sections of country most exposed to the in- 
vasion of the enemy; as, for example, in the state 

_ Of Maryland, the militia on the seaboard were called 
into service, for short tours of duty, from six to ten 
times in 1813; it was also the case, to a less extent, 
in the states of New-York, Connecticut, Pennsylva- 
nia, Virginia, and most of the western states; in 
these cases the course could only be to enumerate 
the militia as often as their service was repeated. 

It will be understood, that the foregoing state 
ment embraces only the pay of the militia, and the 
pay, subsistence, and forage, of officers, so far as 
the rolls exhibit the same. The subsistence of the 
militia, the quartermaster’s suppRies, the transpor- 
tation, ordnance stores, and all other expenses inci- 
dent to their service, form no part of the estimate. 

Treasury DEPanTMENT, 
Third auditor’s office, Dec. 12th, 1820. 
FETER HAGNER, Auditor. 











Military Academy—West Point. 


In obedience to a resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives, the secretary of war has made a re- 


ie 


the military academy at West Point. The follow- 
ing is an abstract of the chief things stated, and 
may serve allcommon purposes of references. 
The second and third auditors have reported the 
aggregate amount expended on this academy, stat- 
ing the different general items—being together: 
For pay, subsistence, &c. of teachers, 
officers and cadets $510,654 42 
wood and hauling ~ 35,864 33 
buildings purchased, erected and 


repairs 167,953 73 
stationary, books, printing, instru- 

ments, &c. 50,918 6 
transportation of materials, stores, 

officers’ baggage, &c. 4,312 70 
furniture, tools, postage and other 

contingencies 6,326 95 





782,220 46 
Amount on the books of the 
2nd auditor 487,921 73 
3d do. 294,298 73 
The 3d auditor remarks, that, prior to the act of 
Sd Mareh, 1809, no separate accounts were kept 
of the appropriations for the academy, and that, 
up to the year 1812, inclusive, all the accounts 
which had been settled, &c. were destroyed in 
1814, &c. So that the idea of the whole cost of 
the establishment is very imperfectly stated, and 
the amount cannot be known. 


ENGINEER DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 8, 1821. 
Srr—I have the honor to present, herewith, in 
obedience to your order, a paper marked A, con- 


staining the information, as far as it can be ob- 


tained, required by parts of a resolution of the 
house of representatives, dated the 5th of Decem- 
ber last. 

In addition to the information called for by the 
resolution, I take the liberty to report, that there 
have been educated at the military academy ninety 
cadets, who have been, but are not now, in service; 
and that twenty-three have been partially educated 
thereat, all of whom have been, and some are now 
in service. 

In illustration of the former and present condi- 
tion of the academy, and, in anticipation of its fu- 
ture results, it may be proper to state, that, from 
1812, when the present number of cadets was au- 
thorized, till 1817, the institution was in a very 
deranged state, and that so little attention was paid 
to the qualificatioys of candidates for admission, 
that, when an examination took place, in 1816, se- © 


| venty of the cadets being found unqualified, were, 


on that account, under the necessity of leaving the 
institution. Since 1817, it has been in successful 
operation; and, from the rigid examinatiog pre- 
vious to admission, as well as the regard paid to 
the. education of the cadets, it is believed that, 
hereafter, nearly the whole who are admitted wil! 
finish their academic course; and that of them, ~ 
with not many exceptions, all will enter the mili- 


tary service of their country. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 


your obedient servant, 


W.k&. ARMISTEAD, Col. engineers. 
Hon. J. C. Cataoun, Secretary of war. 


Here follows a heavy table shewing the total 


}number of cadets educated at the academy, which 





Port of many interesting particulars respecting 





is 261 
The total number of cadets now at the acade- 
my, is 233 
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Of the former— 


— 


there are in army : 161 
‘ navy 1 
162 


Those now in the academy, are from the several 
states as follows: Massachusetts and Maine 23; New 
Hampshire 9; Vermont 10; Connecticut 11; Rhode 
Island 4; New York 34; New Jersey 10; Delaware 
2; Pennsylvania 29; Maryland 12; District of Co- 
lumbia 9; Virginia 26; North Carolina 8; South Ca- 
rolina 10; Georgia 3; Alabama 2; Mississippi 2; 
T.ouistana 2; Missouri 2; Tennessee 6; Kentucky 8; 
Ohio 6; Iinois 1; Indiana 2; Michigan 2. 

Thé table also shews the rank of those educated 
at the academy, who are now in the army of the 
United States. 





Fiail of Representatives. 
Report of the committee of public buildings, to the 
house of representatives. 

Mr, Wood, from tiie committee on public build- 
ings, in the house of representatives, to whom 
was referred the resolution of this house, of the 
19th December, 1820,tinstructing them “to inquire 
into the practicability of making such alterations 
in the present structure of the hall of the house of 
representatives, as shall better adapt it to the pur- 
poses of a deliberative assembly; and, if no such 
alteration can be effected, to ascertain whether it 
be practicable to provide a suitable hall in the 
centre building of the capitol,” délivered the fol- 
jowing report: That, in obedience to the above re- 
cited resolution, they have examined the practi- 
cability of making any alterations in the hall of the 
house of representatives, that would render it more 
convenient for the transaction of public business, 
with all the attention in their power. 

Thev have, also, submitted the different plans 
fur this purpose, that have occurred in the course 
ef their inquirics, or that have becn suggested-to 
them, to the examination of the architect of the 
public buildings, who has furnished them with his 
opinion of the alleration most hkely to produce 
the desired cffect in the hall of the house of re- 
presentatives, accompanied with a drawing exhi- 
biting the form and construction of such alteratien, 
and an estimate of the expense of its construction. 

. From the result of their own enquiries, as well 
2s the examination of the public architect, the 
committee have reason to believe, that a level 
giass celing, at the foot of the dome, resting on the 
stone entablature over the columns, would, in a 
great measure, prevent the evils which are now 
experienced from the expansion of the vaice and 
tle reverberation of the sound; and is, on every 
account, the most eligible alteration for this pur- 
pose of whigh the room is susceptible, compatible 
With the preservation of the proportions of the 
Hall andthe use of the gullery, and least injurious 
to tie beauty of iis appearance. 

Bat, airough-the committee have no coubt that 
the aeration suggested may be so constructed as 
to be perfectly secure, and might contribute to 
improve the facility of speaking ocd hearing, in 
tiie Lali of the Louse of representatives, yet they 
think it Questionable whether the alteration is ab- 
solutcly necessary, and whether the disadvantages 


lan 


| 
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the circulation of the air in the room, and rende;y 
it sooner liable to become impure—would obstruc; 
~~ view of the dome, and impair the beauty of the 
hall. 
Experience proves that the members speak with 
more ease, and hear more readily, at the present 
session, than they did during the last. The dif. 
ference, it is believed, is in a great measure to be 
ascribed to the drying of the walls, and there can 
be but little doubt but that further improvement 
may be expected from the same cause. 
The centre building of the capitol does not fur. 
nish a suitable hall for the members of the house 
of representatives. The only room that would 
admit them isthe one destined for the library of 
congress, and that, in the opinion of the commit. 
tee, is not calculated for their convenient accom. 
modation, or the admission of spectators. 
The committee are induced to believe, that, by 
carpeting the gallery, to prevent the noise which 
arises from moving from one place to another, and 
by strict order in the house, business may now be 
done with tolerable facility, and a few years’ expe- 
rience will ascertain the full effect of the drying 
of the walls. 
The committee are, therefore, of opinion, that 
provision should be made for carpeting the gallery; 
and that any further alteration in the hall should 
await the result of further experience. 
They submit the following resolution, viz: 
Resolved, Vhat a sum of money be added to the 
appropriations for the public buildings, for the pre- 
sent year, fer the-purppse of carpeting the gallery 
of the house of representatives. 

All which is submitted. 


ma 
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Bank of the United States. 


Philadelphia, January 23, 1821. 


At a meeting of the president and directors of 
tlic bank of the United States, held this day, the 
following report was adopted and ordered to be 
published, viz: 

The committee on the state of the bank, to 
whom was referred the inquiry, whether, on the 
first day of January, 1821, the losses of the bank 
had been restored and the capital made whole, re- 

ort— ne 
. That they have diligently examined the docu- 
ments in possession of the bank, with a view to 
ascertain the exact situation of the institution, and 
now present, as a part of this report, a statement 
of the losses which have occurred in the various 
departments of the institution, up to the first day o¢ 
January, instant. 

This statement is founded on returns received 
from the offices, made at the desire of this board, 
and under the inspection of the officers and com- 
mittees of the various boards, who were specially 
instructed to report on the character of the debts 
due to the offices over which they presided. 

These reports are from all but the five western 
offices, and are dated in June and December, 182), 
and contain a specification of all debts due 3 
each office, under the title of ‘good,’ doubtful’ ot 
‘bad.’ | 

The losses in the western offices of Pittsburg, Chl 





incident to it would not counterbalance the bnefits 
iy be dexived from it. 

Independently of the objection arising from the 
expense, in the present state of the treasury, 


is 


it 
vhjectionavle on oOtier accounts—it would lessen 


licothe, Cincinnati, Lexington, and Louisville, are 
taken on the report of Mr. Wilson, cashier, made 
on the 25th of December last to this board, on his, 
| return from an inspection into the affairs of those 
offices, on the accuracy of which report your com- 
mittee place great confidence. 








NILES’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 5, 1821—FINANCES OF MARYLAND. 57: 


7 
“~~ 
‘ 








On this documentary evidence, your committee 
report the losses of the bank, and its various de- 
partments, on the first day of January, 1821, to 
be $3,522,476 13 

And to make good that loss, the 
following items are to be relied on: 

The balance of profit and loss, as 
stated by the last dividend committee 
and now to the credit of that account 
on the books of the 
bank, %3,356,787 50 

‘Contingent interest ' 
due from certain banks’ 
as credited in the bank 
statement, 

‘Damages on bills of 
exchange,’ as credited 
in the bank statement 

Amount of interest 
due on good but sus- 
pended debts due at the 
bank and the offices, ac- 
cording to the estimate 
made by the cashier and 
assistant cashier, 

And this amount of 
the arrear ofinterest due 
on loans on stock of the 
bank, which may be 
considered as secured 
by the excess which the 
stock would bring above 
its par value, say on 
42,050 shares at 4 dol- 
lars, anounting to 


65,684 64 


26,075 87 


168,200 00 





forming a total of $3,746,071 32 
and being an excess be- 
yond the ascertained 


loss, of 





$223,595 19 


Tothe preceding estimate of means to cover the 
losses of the bank, the committee have omitted to 
introduce the earnings of the offices for the month 
of December, as well as a considerable arrear of 
interest on debts deemed doubtful, but which here- 
after may yield a considerable sum. 


These facts, therefore, in the opinion of the com- 
mittee, show that the past losses of the bank have 
been repaired, and that the capital was re-estab- 
lished and made whole on the first day of January 
inst. and the committee are of opinion that it is due 
to the public and the stockholders, on the part of 
the board, to declare this opinion, in order that 
the state of the institution may not remain a sub- 
ject of painful doubt, among those who are now in- 
terested, or of deception and misrepresentation, as 
it regards those who may desire to become inte- 
rested. In order, however, to give full information 
and not to excite too sanguine expectations ef the 
future profits of the institution, it is fit to remark, 
that these will necessarily be lessened for some 
time by the present stagnant state of commerce, 
which prevents the bank from employing its large 
capital advantageously, and by the fact, that the 


interest on considerable sums which are due to the 
bank, though deemed secure, is not currently paid, 
and therefore cannot be considered a profit on 
which dividends may be declared. Under these 
impressions and circumstances, the committee re- 


commend the following resolves:— 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of the board, the 
Josses of the bank, previously sustained, were re- 


above that rate. 


ed, and made whole on the first day of January’ 
1821, 

Resolved, That, in future, and until the further 
order of the board, the bank will loan, and that the 
offices be authorized to loan, at the diseretion and 
convenience of the respective boards, on a pledge 
of the capital stock, to the amount of the par va- 
lue thereof, but in no case, and under no pretence 
of additional security connected with such pledge, 


L. CHEVES, President. 
Attest, Tuomas Wrison, Cashier. 
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Finances of Maryland. 


Abstract from the report of the committee of ways and 
means. 


FUNDS OF THE STATE. 


6 percent. stock of the 
U.S, 1812 $133,717 83 
3 per cent. do. 335,104 74 
Stock in different banks 515,900 00 
Do.in the Potomac com- 


pany 120,444 44 





And variousother items, making an 


aggregate of 1,223,133 15 





Jn the treasury, Decem- 
ber 1, 1819 

Receipts to Dec. 1820 
since Dec, 1820 


22,857 19 
213,313 624 
107,895 774 
> 344,066 583 
258,629 18} 





Expenditures in 1820 





Balance to meet any deficiency in the 
year 1821 

The receipts for the year, for inte- 
rests, dividends, licenses, &c. are 


90,437 404 








estimated at 84,070 79 
174,508,193 

The expenditures of the year 1821 
are estimated at 139,692 17 
Balance 34,836 025 





For the use of the fiscal year of 1822. 
The state owes the Farmers’ bank of Maryland 
40,000 dollars. It has debts due by its citizens 
amounting to $368,863 66; of which only $97,- 
697 76 are deemed valid. 

The whole claim against the U.S. for 

militia expenses during the late war 

was $293,995 65% 
Of which has been paid 274,710 21 





Leaving a balance of 19,283 444 


Of which $15,165 25 is deemed inadmissible. 
The balance, $4,118 19, itis supposed will be re- 
ceived during the year. 


The report concludes thus—Your committee 
cannot close this report without expressing their 
sense of the great ability, activity and energy dis- 
playedby the executive of the state, in bringing to 
a close the last mentioned claim against the gcnerat 
government, and their full concurrence in the just- 
wess of the commendation that department has been 
pleased to expresstowards Mr, Ninian Pinckney,for 
his able and indefatigable arrangement of the 
vouchers and documents inducing that adjust- 





paired, and that the capital stock was re-establish- 


ment.” 
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American and French Commerce. 
_ "TREASURY DEPARTMENT, _ 
Register’s office, January 18, 1820. 
Srr—TI have the honor to transmit “a statement 
“howing the tonnage of vessels of the United States 
which entered from, and cleared for ports in 
France; together with the tonnage of French ves- 
sels which entered the ports of the United States 
from the same, during the years 1816, 1817, 1818 
and 1819.” We have the accounts from the seve- 
ral collectors for only the three first quarters of 
1820, and as the documents in relation to the fourth 
quarter will not come forward timeously to be fur- 
nished, during the present session of congress, the 
statementis submitted, exclusive of 1820, as meet- 
ing, so far as the treasury records furnish, the reso- 
lution of the house of representatives of the United 
States, of the 3d January, 1821. 
1 am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient 
humble servant, JOSEPH NOURSE, 
Hon. Wm. H. Crawrorp, : 
Secretaru of the treasury. 





A statement, showing the tonnage of vessels of the 
United States, which entered from, and cleared 
for, ports in France, together with the tonnage: 
of French vessels which entered the ports of the 
United States from the same, during the years 
1816, 1817, 1818, and 1819. 

| 1816. 1817. 1818. 1819. 

Am. vessels entered, 44,809 42,214 38,701 28,501 | 

Do. cleared, 30,317 32,926 43,069 20,540 

Fr. vessels entered, 6,506 11,757 16,731 20,428 
Novre.—The returns from New Orleans do not 

show the destination of American vessels outward 
bound, ner de any of the ports give that of foreign 
vesgels. ‘This defect will hereafter be remedied by 
the operation of the act, entitled “An act to Pro: | 
vide for obtaining accurate statements of the fo- 
reign commerte of the United States.” 

Treasury Department, Th. 

Register’s office, Jan. 18, 1821. 
| JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 








Legislature of New-York. 
'- GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE, 
Zo the honorable the assembly: 

GENTLEMEN—The resolution of your honora- 
ble housé, of the 16th of November, relative to an 
intimation in my speech, at the opening of the 
session, has been respectfully considered, and duly 
appreciated—and I shall now communicate to you, 
xgreeably to your request, the evidence in my 
possession, relative to the improper interference of 
the officers of the general government in the local 
concerns of this state. 

‘That many of the officers of the United States 
have, fora number of ‘years, acted very improperly, 
by interfering in the elections of this state, must be 
known to every man in the community who has 
had opportunity for information, and whose mind 
is not steeled by prejudice against the admission 
of truth: “At' the last election this influence was 
manifested in such a variety of shapes, and in such 
a very exceptionable manner, that I considered 
it my duty'to refer to it: And in performing this 
duty’ as a magistrate, and in availing myself of a 


opinion of the conduct of public men, I did not 
éonsider it necessary that I should be provided 
‘vith documentary testimony, hor did I suppose 
that at an extraordinary session of the legislature, 


adviseable to deliberate on any of the matters 
indicated in my speech. And I was confirmed in 


{ this impression, so far as it respects this subject, 


when I adverted to the resolution of the seiate 
then before you, proposing to adjourn on the next 
day—and to a resolution of your house, passed on 
the 18th day of November, for adjourning on the 
20th. Under these circumstances, I thought pro- 
per to delay this communication until the present 
session. And when I make this ooservation, I 
must be permitted to state, that whenever I am 
called on for information, by any branch of the 
legislature, in a proper manner and in a proper 
case, I shall always attend to the request with 
pleasure; but I shall reserve to myself sufficient 
time to prepare a satisfactory answer. And the 
universal understanding, in parliamentary prac- 
tice, has been, that if the information requested is 
afforded in time for full legislative deliberation and 
decision, no exception ought to be taken. 

In animadverting on the obtrusion of extraneous 
influence in the politics of this state, I was desirous 
of arresting the progress of a great evil, by attract- 
ing the public attention to its predominance. Ard 
I was not without hopes, that the national legisla- 
ture would consider it a fit case for the salutary 
exercise of its high authorities. In the enquiry, 
which has been recently instituted into the con- 
duct of one of the departments of the national ad- 
ministration, some of the abuses which will be 
developed in this message may be deemed a fit sub- 


ject for cognizance; and I am persuadéd, that the 


general investigation which has been made, will 
havea beneficial tendency, even if it be not followed 
by any measares of punishment. 


Considering the immense patronage which must 
be necessarily entrusted to the executive goveérn- 
ment of the union, the constitution of the United 
States has wisely declared. “that no-senator or re- 
presentative shall, during the time for which he 
was elected, be appointed to any civil office under 
the authority of the United States, which shall have 
been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have 
been encreased during such time; and no person 
holding any office under the United States, shall 


| be amember of either house during his continuance 


in office;” and “that no senator or representative 
or person holding an office of trust or profit under 
the United States, shall be appointed an elector of 
president and vice-president.” ‘The object of 
these provisions is to preserve the independence 
of the national legislature and of the electoral 
colleges and to maintain the purity of republican 
government. The same salutary provisions for 
analogous beneficial objects have been’ extended 
to the state legislatures, and all the state constitu- 
tions formed since the proposal of the national con- 
stitution in 1787, declare in substance, that no mem- 
ber of congress, or oftcer of the’ United States shall! 
have a seat in the state legislature. ‘There are in 


some constitutions, variations in the provision, but 
they all embrace in a greater or less degree the 
spirit of the excluding principle. 
which had adopted constitutions before the estab- 


In those states 


lishment of a national government, there is of 


course, no constitutional prohibition—but it is 
understood that in such cases statutes have been 
passed to the same effect. 
stitution was formed in 1776, hasa very comprehen- 
sive law on the subject. 


Virginia, whose con- 


Pennsylvania, in addition 


to a constitutional restriction, has a statute which 
prohibits officers of the United States from acting 
as judges, inspectors or clerks of state elections. 





held for a special purpose, it would be deemed 





The constitution of this state was formed in 1777; 
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and although no statute has been passed on this 
subject, yet by a concurrent resolution of March 
1790, it was resolved as the sense of the legisla- 
ture, that it is incompatible (according to the con- 
stitution of this state and of the United States,) 
that a member of congress or other person holding 
any office whatsoever under the United States, 
should be a member of the senate or assembly of 
this state during his continuance in cengress, or 
in such office; and that whenever a member of the 
legislature shall be elected or appointed a member 
of congress, or to any office whatever under the 
United States, and shall accept of such office or 
appointment, it is hereby further resolved, that his 
seat in the legislature ought to be vacated. Even 
in the government of Great Britain, officers of the 
excise and customs, and clerks or deputies in the 
treasury, navy, victualing and admiralty offices, and 
a long list of other dependents on the Crown, are 
interdicted from being elected or sitting as mem- 
bers of the house of commons. 

Every officer of the United States is ina state of 
partial disfranchisement. He cannot set in con- 
gress in the state legislatures or in the electoral 
colleges—In the view of the constitution, he is an 
object of jealousy; he can however at any time be 
restored to all the franchisesof a citizen by abdicat- 
ing his office. Our government is founded on the 
representative system; it protects the purity and 
independence of the representative; it erects a 
barrier against the inroads of executive patronage, 
and it intends that the constituent body should be 
free from the operation of the same influence.— 
In reserving to the national officer his elective 
franchise, it was undoubtedly contemplated that it 
should be exercised in the genuine spirit of re- 
publicanism; that the suffrages of the citizen should 
not be biassed by the emoluments and honors of 
the officer, and that he should not carry into the 
elections, any of the influence derived from his 
official station; and I trust that it will be universally 
admitted, that the national government ought not 
to confer or withhold offices with a view of creat- 
ing influence in state polities. It is well known 
that in this state, the national administration has 
for some years, selected in almost every case of any 
importance, its officers in opposition to the state 
administration, and this undoubtedly operates as 
an encouragement to organized and disciplined 
hostility. It is a virtual instruction to its officers 
to eppose, and it is an invitation to all who are 
desirous of the patronage of the general govern- 
ment, to embark in the opposition. The interfer- 
ence of the officers of the general government in 
state politics in 1798 was at that period a subject 
of general and well founded complaint: in the 
interval between my first election and entrance into 
office, I took the liberty of apprising Mr. Monroe, 
the president of the United States, of the obstrusive 
intermeddling of the officers of the general govern- 
ment in our state politics, and of my earnest how 
that under his administration, this system so justly 
and so generally reprobated, would be no longer 
tolerated. In discharging this duty tothe republic, 
I entertained every wish to promote the most 
amicable relations between the general and state 
administration, and I can truly declare, that no act 
of hostility has been in any shape manifested or 
encouraged on the part of the authorities of this 
State. 

The documents which I have now the honor to 
transmit to you, do not extend beyond the last ge- 
neral election and the agitations preceding and 
accompanving it. At the very pertod when the 


| 





officers of the United States, who have behaved so 


reprehensibly, ought to have conducted themselves 
with the greatest delicacy; when a legislature was 
to be chosen that was to appoint the electors of 
president; and when the second officer of the Unit- 
ed States wasa candidate for the office of governor 
all the influence of their offices was put in requisi- 
tion and brought into activity, Although deprived 
of the right of being chosen, yet if in the exercise 
of the right of choosing, they are permitted by the 
power of office to influence elections, what secutity 
have the people fora pure legislature, for an inde- 
pendent congress, or for an incorrupt college of 
electors, On this occasion I take a pleasure in 
stating, that notwithstanding the practices cem- 
plained of were marked with signal impropriety 
in the general operations of the navy yard, in King’s 
county, yet J do not know of a single instance where- 
in a naval officer who distinguished himself during 
the late war, has conducted himself improperly. 
The officers of the army stationed in this state have 
furnished, generally speaking, ne ground of com- 
plaint. And the custom-house officers, on the 
Lakes, so far as I can learn have behaved in an 
unac“eptionable manner. In exercising the rights 
of suffrage they have, I believe, generally abstained 
from bringing any official influence in any shape to 
bear upon the controversy. : 
The navy yard issituate in Brooklyn, King’s coun- 
ty, and contains about 40 acres. Large sums of 
money have been expended theré in building and 
repairing ships of war, and an extensive establish- 
ment is maintained in that place. The documents 
herewith transmitted wi! show that under the prin- 
cipal direction of Mr. Decatur, the naval store- 
keeper, the blacksmiths, caulkers, carpenters, la- 
borers, and other persons in the public employ at 
the navy yard, were brought up to vote—that he 
was assisted in his operations, by other officers of 


that establishment—and that improper attempts . 


were made in avariety of shapes to operate on the 
electors. The whole presents a scene of undue 
influence and extraneous intrusion revolting to 
every friend of republican government. The pa- 
pers marked from A. to L. inclusive, establish the 
charge beyond the possibility of refutation, and 
the certificate marked M. from the first judge of 
the county of Kings, places the credibility of the 
witnesses beyond doubt. 

The patronage of the custom-house in New-York 
isimmense. There are no printed documents which 
disclose the number and compensation of the offi- 
cers employed in that establishment, as the resolu- 
tion of congress of 27th April, 1816, directing a 
compilation and printing of a register once in every 
two years, of the officers of the United States has 
not been complied with, in respect to the subordinate 
officers of the customs of New-York. I can there- 
fore only state as a matter of estimate, that the 
patronage of that establishment approximates to 
200,000 dollars annually. The surveyor of the 
port, Mr. Joseph G. Swift, has the immediate direc. 
tion of the inspectors and other subordinate offi- 
cers of the customs; and although he has not the 
power of displacement, yet they are in such a state 
of dependence, that their personal comfort must 
directly and their official existence indirectly, 
depend on his volition. In orderthat there might 
be no doubt of his determination to interfere in 
the state election, he reported, as a member of a 
committee to a public meeting in King’s county, 
the resolution marked N. When the situation, 
connexion, and political principles of this officer 
of the United States are considered, there can be 
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no doubt, butthat he had previously ascertained 
the sense of his political superior, and that he was 
instructed to act accordingly. In pursuance of this 
example the two inspectors of the customs at Staten 
island, interfered in the most improper manner in 
the election—the papers marked O. P, Q. R. S. T. 
will establish this charge, and the certificate marked 
U. given by the first judge of Richmond county, goes 
to prove the unquestionable good character of the 
witnesses. The papers marked V. and W. will 
also shew the cor-luct of some of the inspectors in 
the city of New-York. In such an immense popula- 
tion it is difficult to trace the course of individuals 
particularly, but it is believed that the few friendly 
officers of the customs were intimidated into entire 
neutrality, and that the mass of the influence of that 
institution was made to exhibit a hostile attitude 
to the state administration. The law regulating 
the compensation of the mspectors of the customs 
authorises the allowance of three dollarsa day, for 
the days that they are actually employed. These 
doeuments prove that seven of those officers were 
employed in electioncering; andI presume.it will 
not be denied that each individual received three 
dc}iars a day from the public treasury when so 
engaged. ; ee 

©The resolution marked W. V. of the citizens of 
Bifialo, complains of the undue interference of the 
officers of the general government in that quarter. 
The chairman of that meeting, Mr. John E. Mar. 
shall, informs me, “That this resolution was intend. | 
ed to be a censure upon the genera! political con- 
duct of those persons residing in Niagara county, 
who are attached to the commission for establish- 
ing the boundary line between, the United States 
and Canada. It is very notorious that those men, 
and all their dependents, have for two years, been 
actively and’ zealously engaged in opposition to 
the state administration.—At the last spring elec- 
tion they were peculiarly industrious, some of them 
frequently declaring that they were determined to 
revolutionize the county and state.” The direct. 
compensation of these officers amounts to nearly 
12,000 dollars a year, and their expenses are believ- 
ed to be very considerable. 

The conduct of the judge of the United States 
of the northern district of this state, is daily before 
the eyes of the.legislature. The marshalls have 
acted in co-incidence with the general current or 
extraneous infiuence, and in their selections of 
deputies to take the census, they have, as far as I 
can learn, studiously excluded all those applicants 
that were friendly to the state administration. The 
conduct of Mr. Robert Tillotson, one of the dis- 
trict attornies, and nephew of the president of the 
United States, is glanced at in the paper marked 
X—and that of Mr. Jacob Sutherland, the other 
district attorney, and nephew of the secretary of 
the navy, is mentioned in the paper marked Y. 
It will give me pleasure to find that there is error 
in some of these imputations; but of their officious 
and improper interference, generally speaking, 
there can be no doubt. There are three newspa- 
pers employed by the government for publishing 
the laws of the union, in thisstate, andthese consist- 
ed of the Argus, National Advocate, and Ontario 
Messenger, until within a few weeks, when the 
businesss was taken from the last paper, and com. 
mitted to the Times, in Batavia, a Gazette of recent 
date, of comparatively limited circulation, and 
hostile to the state administration. 

There are, I believe, 674 post-masters in this 
state, and I should estimate the aggregate patronage 


~~ 


dollars annually. During the able and impartial 

administration of the predecessor of the present 

post-master general, these offices were conferred 

without any reference to state politics, Attempts 

have been made, at different times, to cause the 

removal of post-masters friendly to the state ad- 

ministration, and I am sorry to say that, in several 

instancesthey have succeeded. The papers marked 

Z. willexhibit the case of Mr. Hezekiah L. Granger, 
who, in the spring of 1819, was removed from the 

office of post-master at Manlius, The papers mark- 

ed AA, are an expose of the removal of Alpheus 
Doty from the post-office at Sandy Hill. This 
removal, it appears, was effected through the 

instrumentality of Mr. Roger Skinner, who resided 
in the same village. Mr. Doty, who has since died, 
had incurred the resentment of Mr. Skinner for his 

support of the state administration, and he" was 
accordingly marked out for a yictim, and in Decem- 
ber, 1818, his removal was solicited by Mr. Skinner 
in the city of Washington. To effect this purpose, 
it would appear, that the good offices of Mr. Henry 
Meigs, were employed to operate on his uncle, the 
post-master general. It appears that the post-mas- 
ter general had determined to make the removal 

on Mr, Skinner’s representation atone. The peti- 
tien was signed by violent partizans, and the rea- 
sons assigned init were only ostensible. And there 
is this singular circumstance attending this transac- 
tion—the papers directing the displacement, were 
enclosed to Mr. Skinner; and it was not, it appears, 
in his estimation, a sufficient punishment to effect 
the removal of a-good citizen and faithful officer, 
under false pretences; but his humiliation must be 
witnessed by his. political adversaries, who were 
apprised of the event, and were calied in to exult 
over his fall. The papers marked BB, will shew 
the removal of the post-master at Caldwell. This 
was also principally accomplished through the 
agency of Mr. Skinner, and upon the same grounds 
of party excitement. His letter to the post-master 
general, on this subject, could not be found. The 
paper marked CC, refers to the removal of Mr. 
Brown, the post-master at Hartford, in Washing- 
ton county, which was also the result of the same 
spirit. In March, 1819, Mr. Jacob Van Ness was 
removed from the office of clerk of the county of 
Dutchess; and Mr. Peter R. Livingston, a senator 
from the southern district, publicly declared, as I 
am credibly informed, that the then post-master at 
Poughkeepsie should be removed from office, and 
Mr. Van Ness appointed in his place. This event 
actually took place, and indicates an understand- 
ing and co-operation between a department, at 
least, at Washington, and a political party in this 
state. 

Although these measures were unequivocal in 
demonstration, and reprehensible in character, yct 
they were not deemed sufficiently energetic for 
the crisis. And, accordingly, on the 4th of April, 
1820, twenty-one days before the general election, 
Mr. Martin Van Buren, chairman of the meeting 
which nominated Mr. Tompkins for governo’, 
addressed the following letter to Mr. Henry Meigs, 
the n¢phew, before alluded to, of the post-master 
general.—My dear sir—Our sufferings, owing to 
the rascality of deputy post-masters is intolerable, 
and cries aloud for relief. We find it absolutely 
impossible to penetrate the interior with eur pa- 
pers, and unless we can attain them by two or three 
prompt removals, there is no limiting the injurious 
consequences that may result fromit; let me there- 
fore entreat the post-master general to do an act 
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of justice, and render us a partial service, by the 
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removal of Holt, of Herkimer, and the appoint- 
ment of Jabez Fox, esq.—also of Howell, of Bath, 
and the appointment of an exceilent friend, W. B. 
Rochester, esq. a young man of the first respect- 
ability and worth in the state—and the removal 
of Smith, at Little-Falls, and the appointment of 
Hollister—and the removal of Chamberlain, in Ox- 
ford, and the appointment Lot Clark, esq. I am in 
extrem: haste, and can therefore add no more. Use 
the enclosed papers according to your discretion, 
and if any thing is done, let it be quickly done, 
and you may rely upon it, much good will result 
from it. Yours, affectionately, M. Van Buren. April 
4th, 1820. the hon. Henry Meigs.” ‘rhe ostensible 
object of this letter is the displacement of certain 
post-masters on account of alleged mal-practices; 
but the real design was to subserve the purposes 
of party. The removal of afew distinguished post- 
masters would serye as a monition to the 674 post- 
masters in the state, to come out as electioneering 
partizans against the- state administration, or to 
maintain silence. The improperand corrupt prac- 
tices imputed to post-masters, by Mr. Van Buren, 
are, no doubt, entirely unfounded. The private 
characters of those gentlemen are perfectly re- 
spectable, and their official conduct had never, as 
I understand, been impeached before that period. 
«If any thing is done, let it be quickly done, and 
you may rely upon it, much good will result from 
it.”’” That is, let it be done before the election, and 
many votes will be acquired. 

The letter of Mr. Van Buren produced the re- 
moval of Messrs. Chamberlain and Smith, two of 
the post-masters mentioned init. Itseems that Mr. 
J. R. Drake, then a member of congress, interfered 
very officiously against a post-master living out of 
his district. And it is believed, that the removal 
of Mr. Leonard, whose case will be hereafter 
mentioned, was accomplished through his instru- 
mentality. It appears that Mr. Drake cultivated 
an influence when in Washington, sufficient not 
only to injure men much more respectable than 
himself, but to secure a contract with the govern- 
ment, which he considered of some consequence. 
Mr Howell was kept in his office, by a personal 
acquaintance with Dr. Bradley of the general post 
office, who very properly exerted himself to con- 
tinue the services uf this excellent officer for the 
benefit of the department. Mr. Holt was not re- 
moved until the 7th of December last, after the 
resolutions of a party meeting, marked DD, held 
on the 30th October last, were forwarded to the 
post-master general. It is said by the post-master 
general, that Mr. Helt was considerably delinquent, 
and failed for a number of quarters to render his 
accounts according to law. In order to establish 
the reality of this reason, the application of re- 
moval ought to exist in every similar case; but an 
intimation has been publicly and repeatedly made 
of a great delinquency, and no notice Has been 
taken of it; and I am greatly mistaken if many cases 
do not exist where the returns required by law 
have not been duly made, and which have, notwith- 
standing, been passed over without animadversion. 

The papers marked EF, probably contain the 
true statement of this case. ‘The papers marked 
GG, relate to the removal of the post-master, at 
the Little-Falis; and the affidavits of the honorable 
Robert Monell and Joseph §. Lyman, marked FF, 
will illustrate the general character of the transac- 
tions. On the 15th April, 1820, Mr. Stephen B. 
Leonard was removed from the office of post-mas- 
ter at Owego. The letter announcing this, is in 
the words following, to wit: “Post office depart- 


ment, 15th April, 1820.—Sir, your being a mail con - 
tractor, and the only printer in-the place where 
you reside, it is considered that you holding the 
office of post-master, gives you an undue prefer- 
ence over other citizens and printers, not justified 
by the usual practice of this department. With 
your conduct as post-master, I am well satisfied. 
Respectfully, yours, &c. R. J. Meigs, jr.—Stephen 
B. Leonard, esq.” ‘The report of the post-mas- 
ter general, marked HH, made at the present. 
session of congress, shews that there are 58 post- 
masters, who are at the same time contractors for 
carrying the mail: and it is well known, that in three 
important cities, the post-masters are at the same 
time proprietors and editors of newspapers; and 
it cannot be presumed that the circumstance of 
Mr. Leonard’s being the only printer in Owego, 
would increase the force of the general objection. 
In this case, there would be no immediate rival 
establishment which he would be interested in 
injuring, by virtue of his official situation. The 
case of Mr. Leonard is particularly mentioned in 
the paper marked Il. The documents marked JJ, 
KK, LL, MM, and NN, are corroborative of the 
other proofs, and exhibit some interesting views of 
this subject. 


There are in all probability scenes of equal, if 
not greater turpitude, which cannot be exposed 
on account of the peculiar situation of individuals, 
dependent for their livelihood, in maintaining 
silence, interested in concealing abuses, desirous 
of screening personal or political friends, averse 
to encounter the vituperation which will ensue-- 
apprehensive of pefsonal injury from the despera- 
tion of detected malefactors, or looking to a par- 
ticular quarter for favors to themselves or con- 
nexions. Under these circumstances it would be 
impossible for any department of the government, 
even if armed with the power of compelling testi- 
mony, to attain a full knowledge of the abuses 
complained of in the present case, it was rendered 
still more difficult from the want of official authority 
to take cognizance of the investigation. And when 
it was instituted with a view to the obtainment of 
documentary testimony, the offenders were fore. 
warned, and had ample time to take measures for 
the suppression of the truth. 


It is, I conceive, impossible to resist the unfavor- 
able conclusions which must be drawn from the 
body of testimony now submitted to you, making 
full allowances for exaggeration or error, for the 
influence of prejudice and the operation of im. 
proper motives. And admitting that a considera- 
ble portion of the allegations may be successfully 
refuted, yet still there will remain a suffcient num- 
ber of strong and established facts, to prove a con- 
cert of exertions on the part of the officers of the 
national government—in the navy-yard, the custom 
house, the general post-office, and in the judicial 
and same other institutions of that government 
operating in cur local elections: and which demon. 
strates the existence of an organized and disciplin- 
ed corps, and the obtrusion of exiraneous influence 
for the purpose of promoting the aspirations of 
ambition—of securing the possession of authority, 
or of breaking down the power of the state, by the 
encouragement of intestine divisions: And this isa 
case in which the maxim—J/e orders the commissicn 
of a crime who does not forbid it, when it isin his power, 
may be justly and emphatically applied. The least 
intimation from the proper quarter, would have ef. 
fectually prevented these notorious and alarming 
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To all sincere friends of republican government, 
and such, gentlemen, I believe you all to be, this 
statement must present subjects for serious reflec. 
tion. Without the existence of state governments, 
itis impossible for us to enjoy the blessings of free. 
government. And without a national government, 
we wouid be involved in wars at home, and have 
but feeble security against attacks from abroad. 
Both are essential to the freedom, the safety, the 
prosperity, and the honor of our country. The 
national government is from the necessity of the 
case, armed with controlling authority over the 
revenues and physical force of the country. In its 
military and naval establishments—in the arrange- 
ment of the national domains—in the disposition 
of its diplomatic intercourse—in the collection of 
taxes—in the immense patronage which it derives 
from the numerous and lucrative offices in its gift 
—and in the allurements which are consequently 
held forth to ambition and cupidity, we perceive 
the foundation of an influence which may be array- 
ed witb a force almost irresistible, against the inde- 
pendence and stability of the state governments. 
It may be truly observed, that in propurtion to the 
population of the United States, no government 
has more numerous and efficient means of directing 
and controlling public opinion. And when we con- 
sider that few of the states have any funds or re- 
sources, except what are derived from taxation; 
that the compensation of their public officers is 
comparatively small; and that the heads of their 
executive and judicial departments have been even 
sometimes induced to accept offices under the na- 
tional government, subordinate in importance, but 
superior in emoluments; we must at once perceive 
the difficulties which the state authorities might 
have in opposing the improper influence of the 
national government. And when we farther con- 
sider, that.in all probability there would be no uni- 
tv of views or coincidence of exertions operating 
at the same time, in the states, while the national 
authority might make its appreaches by singling 
out particular states, and advancing against them 
with its combined and consolidated force, we have 
every reason to exercise the utmost vigilance, and 
to interpose all proper barriers against undue en- 
croachments. A government of influence and cor. 
ruption, is the worst possible shape which a repub- 
lican government can assume, because under the 
forms of freedom, it combines the essence of ty- 
ranny. And, although I am far from saying, that 
this is now the case, yet the first attempts to give 
a wrong direction to the authority of government, 
ought to be resisted. Slavery is ever preceded by 
sleep. And the liberties of free states are more 
frequently prostrated by fraud, than by force. In 
the intelligence and patriotism of the body of our 
fellow-citizens, we may, I trust, rely for the pre- 
servation of our free governments. And with an 
anxious desire to merit their good opinion by a 
faithful and independent discharge of my import- 
ant duties, and with an entire disregard of any hos- 
tility which may arise from any quarter, in conse- 
quence of my pursuing this course, I submit this 
communication to the representatives of the peo- 
ple, fully persuaded, that when the personal ani- 
mosities and political agitations of the times are 
buried in oblivion, I shall be considered, by impar- 
tial posterity, as having endeavored to deserve 
well of the republic by my conduct on this occa- 
sion. 


DE WITT CLINTON. 


Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND &c. 

By the ship Amity, arrived at New-York from 
Liverpool, which she left on the 1st Dec. ultimo. 

London, Nov. 23.—The house of lords met this 
day, pursuant to adjournment, and the commission 
for proroguing parliament to the 23d of January, 
was then read. The commissioners were, the lord 
Chancellor, and earls Bathurst and Liverpool. 

House of commons.—In consequence of the order 
for a call of the heuse this day, and of the interest 
excited by the expected communication from her 
majesty, the members began, at an early hour, to 
assemble in considerable numbers. 

At 1 o’clock, the whole of her majesty’s counsel, 
who are members, except Mr. Brougham, who was 
detained professionally in the court of king’s bench, 
were in their places, besides nearly one hundred 
other members, chiefly of the opposition party. 

The speaker was, however, looked for in vain. 
It was understood that lerd Castlereagh had been clo- 
setted with him for a considerable part of the forenoon. 

Mr. Denman rose at two o’clock and said, «Mr. 
speaker, I hold in my hand a message, which T am 
commanded by her majesty,the queen, to present to 
this house.” ( Loud cries of hear! hear! 

At this moment, (a minute past two o’clock) Mr. 
Quarme, the deputy usher of the black rod, tapped 
at the door, and immediately entered. This inter- 
ruption caused great uproar. About 50 members 
rose in their seats, and the general cry was «Mr. 
Denman, Mr. Denman!” «Withdraw, withdraw!’ 
but the noise was so great, that that gentleman in 
vain attempted to be heard; and, in the midst of 
the tumult, Mr. Quarme proceeded thus, although 
it was impossible for him to be heard by the chair, 
“Mr. speaker, the lords commissioners, appointed 
by virtue of his majesty’s commission, command 
the immediate attendance of this honorable house, 
in the house of peers.” 

Mr. Tierney rose, and observed that not one 
word of what had fallen from the deputy usher had 
been heard; and how then, did the speaker know 
what was the message, or whether he was wanted at 
allin the other house? ( Loud cheering intermingled 
with cries of ‘order,’ from the treasury bench. ) 

The speaker then rose, the uproar still continu. 
ing, and Mr. Bennet exclaiming with aloud voice, 
“This is a scandal to the country.” 

Cries of ‘Shame! Shame!’ were reiterated on all 
sides, and the utmost indignation was manifested 
by a number of members, who found her majesty’s 
message thus treated. 

The speaker instantly quitted his chair, follow- 
ed by lord Castlereagh and the chancellor of the 
exchequer, to obey the summons of the peers. 

The utmost confusion prevailed at this moment, 
and it would be vain to attempt to describe the tu- 
mult which took place in the body of the house. 
The loudest and the most indignant cries of 
‘*Shame!” were reiterated throughout the house, 
and the speaker, followed by his majesty’s minis- 
ters and several other members, advanced towards 
the door, on his way to the lords, in midst of the 
most disccncerting uproar. 

Mr. Denman, during this confusion, remained on 
his legs, holding in his hand her majesty’s message. 
He was surrounded by the most distinguished mem- 
bers of the opposition, who, as well as many inde- 
pendent members who generally vote onthe other 
side, seemed utterly astonished at what had oc- 
curred. 





Albany, 17th Janvary, 1822. 


At 5 minutes past 2 0’clock, the speaker reached 
the lobby of the house of peers: 
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After being absent about ten minutes, the speak- , 
er returned, accompanied by the few members 
with whom he retired, and being surrounded by 
the members present, he communicated to them 
that the house had been to the house of peers, 
where the lords commissioners, by virtue. of his 
majesty’s commission, had prorogued parliament 
to the 23d of January next! 

The members then retired, and the strangers 
collected in the lobbies and avenues leading tothe 
house, dispersed. 

The queen’s message to the house of commons. | 

The following is the message which Mr. Deaman 
was in the act of delivering at the moment he was 
interrupted. 

“Caroline R.--The queen thinks it proper to in- 
form the house of commons, that she has reesived 
a communication from the king’s ministers, plainly 
intimating an intention to prorogue tbe parliament. 
immediately, and accompanied by an offer of mo- 
ney for her support, and for providing her with a 
residence until a new session may be holden. This 
offer the queen has had no hesitation in refusing. 
While the late extraordinary proceedings were 
pending, it might be fit for her to accept the ad- 
vances made for her temporary accommodation; 
but she naturally expected that the failure of that 
unparalleled attempt to degrade the royal family, 
would be immediately followed by submitting some 
permanent measure to the wisdom of parliament; 
and she has felt that she could no longer, with pro- 
priety, receive frem the ministers, which she is well 
assured the liberality of the house of commons 
would have granted, as like essential to the dignity 
of the throne, and demanded by the plainest prin- 
ciples of justice. If the queen is to understaad 
that new proceedings are meditated against her, 
she throws herself with unabated confidence on the 
representatives of the people, fully relying on their 
justice and wisdom, to take effectual steps to pro- 
tect her from the farther vexation of unnecessary 
delay, and to provide that those unexampled per- 
secutions may at length be brought to a close.” 

It is the more extraordinary that this message 
was not received, as Mr. Brougham had apprised 
both the speaker and lord Castlereagh, that such a 
message was to be brought down. 

Though the house of commons, as is well known, 
usually meets about a quarter before four, yet the 
hour fixed in every adjournment is ten. 

Nov. 29 Lord Grenville has declared to the 
king that he could form no party of friends in 
either house that could strengthen the remnant of 
the present administration, if left by the earl of Li- 
vetpool the earl of Harrowby and Mr. Canning, 
who have all tendered their resignations. It is said 
that the king has sent for lord Spencer, to consult 
with him on the formation of a new administration. 

The stocks fell} per cent. in consequence of a 
visit of the queen to St. Paul’s—because distur- 
bances were expected! 

SPAIN, 

We learn by the English papers that—The con- 
tinued absence of the king of Spain frem his capi- 
tal, and some unconstitutional appointments, by 
the sign manual only, gave rise so a very general 
suspicion, that some treachery was meditated by 
Ferdinand against the people. An address of the 
municipal authorities was therefore published on 
the 18th ultimo, which had determined the monarch 
to return to Madrid. The alarm spread through 
the provinces, and the militia is every where or- 
ganizing to protect the constituticn. 





The Courier Francais, of Novy. 22, says—Letters ! 


from Madrid, of the 14th, announce that new trou- 
bles had broken out in Valencia; the pillar ef the 
constitution bad been insulted; and subsequently a 
popular movement took place against the archbi« 
shop, and the troops had been called out to protect 
him from the fury of the multitude. The head of 
ates Elio was demanded, and he could with dif: 
culty succeed in calming the commotion. - : 
PORTUGAL, 

A packet sailed from Lisbon for the Brazils, but 
no private letters were suffered to go with her. 
The election of the cortes has been conducted in 
the same manner asin Spain. A national loan to a 
considerable amount, was nearly completed. 20,000 
troops were stationed at Lisbon, and quartered 
with the people. Robberies were frequent, and the 
people were dissatisfied. 

A letter from Bayonne, dated the 14th inst. says, 
‘‘The English have taken possession of two Por- 
tuguese vessels at.tue mouth of the Tagus, and war 
between Portugal and England may be daily ex- 
pected.— Gazette de France, 

' ¥TALY, 

A London paper of Nov. 29, says—The Brussels 
papers contain some communications from Vienna, 
respecting continental affairs. It is not pretended 
that the precise determinations of the allied pow- 
ers, as settled in the congress of Troppau, are yet 
known. It is, however, acknowledged, that Aus- 
tria, in rem He with Russia and Prussia, will 
occupy the kingdom of Naples with military force. 
The immediate co-operation of England in this ne- 
farious scheme is not anticipated. The English 
fleet in the gulf of Naples is stationed there for 
observation, and for the purpose ef protecting the 
royal family in case of need. 

((pThere appears no doubt that Austria will in- 
vade Naples. ‘Perish the invaders,’ say we. 

DENMARK, 

Hamburg, Nov, 2.—The post from Copenhagen 
has this moment arrived. There have been a great 
number of arrests in that capital, and among others, 
several persons of great consequence. ‘Their ob- 
ject appears to have been that of obtaining a new 
constitution, and a representative government.— 
Some lives have been lost, when the instigators 
were arrested by the police; but as the feeling in 
general throughout Copenhagen and the whole of 
Denmark, is in favor of a new constitution—no 
doubt is entertained, that it willultimately be grant- 
ed to the people. 

RUSSIA, 

A London paper says—In Russia, it would seem 
that the people are by no means satisfied with the 
existing state of things. The letters from Peters- 
burg, most probably from motives of prudence, are 
written in a guarded manner, and say but little as 
to the real state of things. The latest advices are 
received by a vessel arrived at Yarmouth, from Pe- 
tersburg, after a passage of only l5days. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from one of them: 

‘sWe are now inolined to think that the accounts 
received from the Sound, of a portion of the Rus- 
sian army having laid down their arms in conse- 
quence of the severity of the discipline imposed, 
may have some foundation in truth, as it is not un- 
likely that the great event alluded to, in the above 
extract, refers to the mutinous spirit of the mili- 
tary.” 

Another observes—-**Mention is again made of the 
discontent of the Russian soldiery, and the fact 
seems to be, that a regiment of young noblemen 
had taken a dislike to their colonel, and had become 
impatient of the strictness of discipline.” 
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CONGRESS. 

‘The following were the yeas and nays in the 
house of representatives on the 25th ult. on the re- 
solution to alter the constitution, to establish an uni- 
form mode for the election of electors of president 


and representatives in con 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, of N. Y. Archer, of- Md. Baker, 
Ball, Bayly, Beecher, Bloomfield, Brown, Brush, Burton, Butler, 
of N. H. Butler, of Lou. Campbell, Cannon, Clagett, Clay, Cobb, 
Cocke, Cook, Crafts, Crowell, Culpepper, Cushman, Cuthbert, 
Dane, Davidson, Eddy, Edwards, of Con. Edwards, of N.C. Fay, 
Fisher, Floyd, Foot, Ford, Gross, of N. Y. Hall, of N. ¥. Hall, 
of N. C. Hendricks, Herrick, Hobert, Hooks, Jackson, Johnson, 
Kinsey, Kinsley, Little, Lincoln, Livermore, Lowndes, Motcail 
McCullough, McLane, of Del. McLean, of Ken. Mercer, Metea 
Monell, R. Moore, T. L. Moore, Morton, Moseley, Neale, Nelson, 
of Mass. Parker, of Mass. Pitcher, Plumer, Rankin, Rich, Rich- 
ards, Richmond, Ringgold, Robertson, Russ, Sawyer, Silsbee, Sim- 
kins, Sloan, Smith, of N. J. Smith, of Md. Sinith, of N. C. Stevens, 
Street, Tomlinson, Tracy, Tucker, of Va. Upham, Walker, War- 
fiekl, Wendover, Whitman, Williams, of Va. Wood—92, 

\ NAYS—Messrs, Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Mass. Allen of Tenn. 
Baldwin, Barbour, Brevard, Burwell, Case, Clark, Crawford, Dar- 
lingion, Dennison, Dickinson, Earle, Edwards of Penn. Forrest, 
Garnett, Gray, Gross, of Pen. Guyon, Hardin, Hibshman, Hill, 
Hostetter, Jones, of Va. Lathrop, McCoy, McCreary, Marchand, 
Meigs, S- Moore, Murray, Nelson, of Va. Newton, Parker, of Va. 
Patterson, Philsop, Randolph, Reed, Rhea, Rogers, Ross, Ser- 
geaut, A. Smyth, of Va. Southard, Storrs, Swwong, of N.Y. Tarr, 
‘Terrill, Tucker, of S.C. Tyler, Udree, Wallace—5o. ; 

Two thirds of the members present not having 
voted in its favor, the resolution was of course de- 
clared to be rejected. 

SENATE. 

January 26.—Mr. Dickerson, from the committee 
to which was referred the resolution proposing an 
amendment of the constitution of the United States, 
as it respects the election of president and vice- 
president of the United States, and representatives 
to congress, reported the same with an amendment, 
(to make it imperative on the electoral colleges to 
fill vacancies, instead of merely authorizing them 
to do so); which report was read. 

The president laid before the senate a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting, in obe- 
dience to aresolution of the senate, a report of the 
condition of the several banks in the district of 
Columbia, according to the latest statements ren- 
dered to the treasury; which was read. 

The bill from the other house for extending the 
time for locating Virginia military iand warrants, 
(for two years longer) was taken up in committee 
of the whole, Mr. Aing, of Alabama, in the chair. 

This produced considerable discussion—finally, 
it was reported to the senate and ordered fora 
third reading. : 

After some time spent on executive business, the 
senate adjourned to Monday. 

January 29.--No matter of importance was acted 
upon in the senate this day. 

January 30.—Mr. Sanford, from the committee 
on finance, to which had been referred the bill con- 
cerning the collection of public moneys, reported 
the same, with sundry amendments. 

The bill concerning Thomas Shields and others, 
passed through a committee of the whole, in which 
it was explained by Mr. Pleasants, and was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate resumed, as in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Macon in the chair, the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of the purchasers of public 
lands. The question under consideration, was an 
amendment offered by Mr. Thomas, in substance, 
to extend the provisions of the bill to those who 
hold lands under the original purchasers from the 
public. 

After considerable debate, the amendment was | 
rejected without a division; some further proceed- 


ings had, on the bill, but not of a definite charac- 


January 51. Mr. Dana, from the select commit. 
tee appointed to enquire into the propriety of re. 
ducing the compensation of the members of con- 
gress, and also the salaries of the principal and 
other officers of the executive departments, at the 
seat of government, stated, that the committee had 
made ali the necessary enquiries, and collected al! 
requisite information from the different depart- 
ments comprehended in the scope of their enquiry, 
from the year 1790 to the year 1820; thai the com- 
mittee had duly deliberated on the whole matter 
referred to them, and that not being able to agree 
on any specific report, embracing any system or 
measure of reduction, partial or general, it only 
remained to state this fact to the senate, which he 
was instructed to do, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject, that the 
senate might be enabled thus early to take such 
further order onit as should toit appear expedient. 

A good deal of debate arose on the question of 
thus discharging the committee from the subject. 

Finaliy—the question being taken ondischarging 
the committee from the further consideration of 
the subject, it was decided in the negative, by yeas 
and nays, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Dana, Edwards, Johnson, of Ken. Johnson, of 
Lou. King, of Alab. Mills, Noble, Otis, Parrott, Stokes, Talbot 
‘Taylor, Walker, of Geo. Williams of Tenn.—14. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Barbour, Brown, Chandler, Dickerson, Eaton, 
Elliott, Gaillard, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Horsey, Hun- 
ter, King, of N. York, Knight, Lanman, Lloyd, Lowrie, Macon 
Morril, Palmer, Pinkney, Pleasants, Roberts, Ruggles, Sentord 
Smith, Thomas, Tichenor, Trimbie, Van Dyke, Walker, of Alab. 
Williams, of Miss.—31. 

The engrossed bill concerning Thomas Shields 
was passed and sent to the other house. 

The rest of the day was busily employed on the 
bill for the relief of purchasers of the public lands, 
and considerable progress was made therein. — 

Mr. Dana delivered in the following report: 

The committee appointed to inquire into the 
propriety of reducing the allowances authorized by 
law for the two houses of congress, and for the 
executive departments, report: That they have 
made enquiry according to the résolution for their 
appointment, and do not consider it advisable at 
the present time to propose any reduction of legal 
allowances in the cases to them referred. The 
following resolution is accordingly submitted: 

Resolved, That it is not expedient at the present 
time to reduce the compensations allowed by hw 
for the respective houses of congress, and for the 
principal and other officers in the executive de- 
partments. 

The report was read. 

The senate then according to the order of the 
day, took up the bankrupt bill; but before any pro- 
gress was made in it; 

The senate adjourned. 

MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 26. Mr. Smith, of Md. from the com 
mittee of ways and means, reported the annual ge- 
neral appropriation bill; which was twice read and 
committed. 

Mr. Mercer, from the committee on the District 
of Columbia, who were instructed to enquire into, 
and report to the house the number of lotteries 
which have been instituted in the District bv virtue 
of an act which passed 15th May, 1820, «to incor- 
porate the inhabitants of the City of Washington, 
and to repeal all acts heretofore passed for that 
purpose,” the objects for which the moneys are 
to be raised, the amount of each scheme, and the 
total nominal value of the tickets offered for sale, 
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The senate adjourned at 4 o’clock. 
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the prizes, and the gross amount of the proceeds | 
of the said lotteries which will come into the hands 
of the managers; and also, whether the condition 
of the said act of incorporation has been complied 
with, so far as it respects the authority to raise 
money by lotteries—delivered ina report conclud- 
ing with the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the house 
of representatives to express any opinion: on the 
question, whether the condition of the act of incor- 
poration of the City of Washington has been com- 
plied with, by the corporation, so far as regards the 
authority to raise money by lottery. 

The report was read and referred to the com- 
mittee on the judiciary. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 


formation required by a resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 9th inst. in relation to the 
agency of the treasurer of the United States for the 
war and navy departments, and whether the same 
may not be discontinued without detriment to the 
public service. 

{The letter expresses the opinion thatthe agency 
of the treasurer for the war and navy departments 
may be discontinued without detriment to the pub- 
lic interest. ] 

The said letter was referred to the committee on 
the treasury expenditures. 

The rest of the day was chiefly spent on business 
of a private nature. 

Adjourned to Monday. 


Monday, Jan, 29. Mr. Barbour, from the com- 
mittee on naval affairs, reported a bill authorizing 
a machine to be built for hauling up ships, (on the 
plan of Rodgers’ inclined plane.) The bill was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr. Barbour, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred an enquiry into the expediency of 
limiting the number of seamen and boys to be em- 
ployed in the navy, made a long report, conclud- 
ing with a resolution, that “the navy peace estab- 
lishment ought to be fixed by law.” The report 
was referred to a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. - 


Mr. Whitman, from the committee on the sub- 
ject of the currency of foreign coins, reported a bill 
to continue in force the act regulating the currency 
of the coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and 
Spain, so far as relates to the crowns and five franc 
pieces of France; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting, in reply 
to a resolution of the house of representatives of 
the 19th instant, infermation of the number of 
inspectors, weighers, gaugers, and measurers, em- 
ployed in each port of the United States; and the 
compens:tion allowed to each for the last five years; 
also a statement of the fifth auditor of the treasury, 
exhibiting the names of persons employed as agents} 
for building and supplying light-houses, revenue 
cutiers, and marine hospitals, for the last five years, | 
with the compensation paid to each of them. 

The letter was referred to the committee on 
commerce. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, transmitting, in compliance | 
with the law of the 21st of April, 1808, statements, 
exhibiting the contracts made by the quartermas- 
ter general, commissary general of subsistence, 
the ordnance department, the commissary general 
of purchases, and the engineer department, in the} 
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year 1820, The letter, &c. were ordered to lie on 
the table, 


After other business, which will sufficiently be 
noticed in its progress— 


On motion of Mr. Clay, the house resolved itself . 


into a committee of the whole on the state of the 


junion, Mr. Smith, of Md. being called to the chair; 


and the resolution from the senate, for admitting. 
Missouri into the union, with a caveat against the 
provision, if there be any, which conflicts with the 
constitution of the United States, was taken up. 


Mr. I?andolph moved to strike out the proviso (or 
caveat) from the resolution, but waived his motion 


ifor the present, to accomodate Mr. Clay, who 


wished to address the committee onthe whole smb- 


: ior -\ | ject. 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the in- Jee 


Mr. Clay then delivered his sentiments at large 
on the present state of this question. He was in 
favor of the resolution from the senate, and should 
vote for the resolution, even though more empha. 
tically restricted against any supposed repugnance 
of one of its provisions to a provision of the consti- 
tution of the United States, the existence of which, 
however, he did not by any means admit, 

When Mr. Clay concluded— 

Mr. Randolph renewed his motion to strike out 
the proviso, and spoke for about fifteen minufés in 
support of it. 

Mr. Lowndes opposed the motion—-it would pre- 
sent to the house the naked question already de. 
cided. Mr. Barbour assigned his reasons why he 
should vote against the motion—he thought this 
proviso useless, but was willing to gratify those who 
thought otherwise. Other gentlemen spoke to the 
subject, and Mr. Foot moved to amend the resolu. 
tion by adding to it another proviso, that it be taken 
as a fundamental condition on which said state is 
admitted into the union, that so much of the con- 
stitution as requires the legislature to pass laws to 
prevent the migration of free people of color thi- 
ther, shall be expunged from the constitution of the 
state within two years from this time, in the mode 
prescribed for amending the constitution. [This 
would admit Missouri into the union forthwith, on 
the condition stated.] Mr. Buldwin having express- 
ed his intention to vote for this proposition, &c, 
Mr. Sergeant said that he had not any amendment 
to offer, but should support every one that might 
bring the resolution nearer to what he wished it to 
be—but, in the issue, would vote against the reso- 
lution, however amended, 

After these proceedings the committee rose, and 
the house adjourned. {The galleries were filled 
this day, in the expectation of some great speaking, 
but the people were disappointed. } 

Tuesday, Jan. 30.--Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from 
the committee of ways and means, reported a bill 
to authorize the collectors of the customs to pay 
debentures issued on the exportation of loaf sugar 


and spirits distilled from molasses; which was twice 
read and committed. 


The house having then again resolved itself into 
a committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
Mr. Smith, of Md. in the chair-- 

The resolution from the senate, for the admis- 
sion of Missouri into the union, was resumed——the 
motion of Mr. Foot, as stated above, being under 
consideration. Some speaking being had— 


Mr. Storrs, after a few introductory remarks, 
moved an amendment to Mr. Feot’s amendment, 
which was, to strike out all of the latter, after the 
word “union,” in the third line, and in lieu thereof, 
to insert the following: 
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And to be of perpetual obligation on the said 
state, (in faith whereof, this resolution is passed by 
congress ), that no laws shall ever be enacted by the 
said state, impairing or contravening the rights, 
privileges, or immunities, secured to citizens of 
other states, by the constitution of the U. States: 
And provided further, That the legislature, acting 
under the constitution already adopted in Missouri 
a8 a. state, shall, as a convention, (for which purpose 
the consent of congress is hereby granted), declare 
their assent, by a public act, to the said condition 
before the next session of congress, and transmit to 
congress an attested copy of such act, by the first 
day of the said session, 

Messrs. Floyd and Codd spoke against both amend- 
ments—Mr. Hoss was opposed to the resolution of 
the senate in any probable shape that it would as- 
sume. Mr. /thea desired the naked question, and 
moved that the committee should rise—negatived. 
Mr. Clay, then, after an earnest appeal to all parts 
of the house to bring to the future discussion of this 
subject minds prepared ‘to harmonize, and forever 
settle this distracting question to mutual satisfac. 
tiou, and expressing his desire more fully to exa- 
mine Mr. Storr’s proposition, to see whether he 
sould bring his mind to agsent to it, as he wished to 
do—moved, that the committee now rise, in order 
to have the several prepositions for amendment 
printed. This motion was agreed to. ‘Thursday 
was fixed upon for a general discussion of the sub- 
ject. <A further amendment, offered by Mr. Codd, 
was ordered to be printed——and after some time spent 
on matters of lesser interest, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 31. A great deal of minor busi 

ness being variously disposed of— 

Mr, S. .:foore submitted the following, which he 
wished to propose as anamendment to the resolu- 
tion respecting Missouri: 

“Strike out the proviso sttached to the resolu- 
tion from the senate, and in lieu thereof insert the 
foliowing, viz: ¥ 

« Provided, That the following resolutions be 
taken as fundamental conditions and terms upon 
whici the said state is incorporated into the union, 
viz: That the iourth clause of the twenty-sixth sec- 
tion of third article of the constitution, submitted 
by the people of Missouri to the consideration of 
songress, shali, as soon as the provisions of said 
constitution will admit, be expunged or so amend- 
ed, that it shall not be applicable to citizens of any 
state in this union: And that, un‘il so expunged or 
»mended, no law, passed in conformity thefeto, 
shall be construed to extend to any citizen of either 
state in this union.” 

This amendment was erdered to be printed. 

The bill to incorporate the Columbian college, 
in the district of Columbia,’ was taken up and dis- 
cussed at length—It ultimately passed, 79 to 60. 

THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS, 

‘The late arrival of the mail, and as the proceed- 
ing’s of congress were inconclusive on any great sub- 
ject. induces us to postpone the usual detail, and 
simply say that the senate was chiefly engaged in 
discussing the bill for the relief of ihe purchasers 
of the public lands, and the Aouse in debating about 
Missouri. Mr. Fogt’s amendment was negatived, 
after it had been amended. ‘here was an an- 
ynated discussion, but nothing of a decisive churac- 
ter transacted. Mr. Sergeant’s wish is to lay over 
the whole business to the next congress. The 
matter acquires additional interest, but no idea is 
expressed of the manner in which it will term:gate. 





CHRONICLE. 

Died, in Frederick county, Maryland, on the 
25th ult. Thomas Hawkins, esq. in the 74th year of 
his age,—a soldier of the revolution, and one of the 
best and most venerable of the citizens of Mary. 
land: a friend of his country, the poor man’s stay— 
humanity’s advocate, , 

, in Jonesborough, Ten. en the 4th Dec. last, 
Elihu Embree, editor of the «Emancipator.” He 
was a man of a very strong mind, and one of the 
most enterprizing citizens of the state. 

_ Baltimore. The aggregate amount of receipts 
into the city treasury for the year 1820, including 
a loan of $3000, amounted te $199,014 98; and 
the payments therefrom to the sum of 192,900 52, 
Of the receipts, 18,948 66 were derived from auc- 
tion duties and 17,875 from,licenses—of the pay- 
ments $21,528 96 were on account of interest on 
the city stock, and 12,000 to commissioners of the 
sinking fund for reducing the debt. 

Methodisis in the United States—the returns for 
1820 slew an ‘aggregate number of members of 
260,290, and an increase for the yearof 19,366. 

Crimes. The account of some of the proceed- 
ings in our courts of justice bear too close a resem- 
blance to such things in England. We very much 
doubt the propriety of publishing those matters. It 
would be better if such as commit them were sent 
to the penitentiary, and therein lost to society, 
without a history of their misdeeds. 

VaccinatTion.— Whilst doubts are expressed in 
England, says a London paper, as to the efficacy of 
vaccination in preventing the small pox infection, 
we consider it of consequence, and we are anxious, 
to lay before our readers an extract of a letter with 
which we have heen obligingly favored, respect- 
ing the practice of vaccination, and its efficacy, in 
China, The extensive practice of Mr. Pearson at 
Canton, and of Mr. Livingstone at Macao, for these 
ten years past, in a country where the small pox 
makes greater ravages than perhaps in any other; 
ought to have some weight with those who are 
still actuated by prejudice against what has been 
a greater preventive from the danger of small pox 
than any remedy or preventive against any other 
disease: : 
Extraet of a letter from John Livingstone, esq. one 

of the hon. company’s surgeons in China, daied’ 

Macao, 25th of March, 1820, to Joseph Hume, esq: 

M,~ P. 

“I am quitetastonished to observe in: my letters, 
and in the periodical publications, that the vaccine 
question is stil] keenly agitated. It is surely, like 
many other questions which I need not mention 
to you, a humiliating lesson to the lords of creation. 
We have no doubts here. I sometimes vaccinate 
500 a week, and, for the last ten years, may set 
up a claim to an experience on the subject, which, 
when compared with that of your noisy any angry 
disputants, would place theirs as nothing: yet ne 
failure has occurredin my practice. Mr. Pearson” 
has been still more exteusively engaged than my- 
self, and has been equally successful; yet you know 
that the small pox rages in China every spring— 
sometimes with extreme virulence. I have often 
seen it in its worst forms in the midst of my 
vaccinated patients, in the same house, and in the 
same bed; yet no failure has occurred, not even 
variclatedappearance.” 





a! 


*Mr. Pearson is the head surgeon at the com- 
panv’s factotv at Canton. 
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